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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Minutes of meeting held on 07.04.2026 to discuss various EoDB issues faced by

SEZs and EOUS -reg.

The undersigned is directed to fbrward herewith a copy of Minutes of the meeting held

under the Chairmanship of Shri Ajay Bhadoo. Additional Secretary, Department of Commerce

on 07.04.2026 at I l:00 A.M. regarding various EoDB issues faced by SEZs and EoUs'

(Prateek BajPai)

Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel. 0l l-2303 9939

Ernail: prateekbajpai.moca@nic.in

To

All the participants.

Copy to:

Sr. PPS to AS(AB)/PS to JS(VA)/PS to Dir (GP)
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2. This issue with the approval of the competent authority'



Minutes of the Meeting held untler the Chairmanship of Shri Ajay Bhadoo on 7th April

2026, Room No. 29, Vanijya Bhawan, New Delhi to discuss the pending EoDB issues

A meeting was held under the chairmanship of Shri Ajay Bhadoo, Additional

Secretary, Department of Commerce on 07th April, 2026 at I l:00 A'M' at Room No' 29'

Vanijya Bhawan, New Delhi to discuss the pending EoDB issues. The list of participants may

be seen at Annexure.

2. The chairman welcomed all the participants. Thereafter, DG, EPCES has presented

following EoDB issues. Pointwise deliberation on the issues is as under: -

S.No D iscussion/ Action Pointr!t-44y-
I SEZ to DTA on Concession

& unavailability o

fbr DTA inputs used i

goods

ndustry stakeholders raised various
queries regarding supplies from SEZ

A under the recentlY

duty, particularly with respect

non-availability of drawback on DT
used in such goods. ln this regard,

PCIES was requested to cornpile and submit

olidated list of queries/issues from

industry

Point: Department of
will examine the matter and take it

ith CBIC for necessary clarification. Based

clarifications received,

ions may subsequently be organized at

of Zonal Development Commiss

2 treamlining endorsement

A invoices by SEZ SO/A
SEZ Rule 30(4) / CGS

ule 89(l)(a) and (b)

EPCES stated that, as Per SEZ

CGST Rule 89(1)(a) and (b),

of every invoice for DTA to
is required to avail GST

ich was rrot the case in the

regarding significant PendencY

GST refunds. DG, EPCES

to refund cases, or allowing
automated online Processing,

sample veriflcation, all subject

infbrmed that a Standard
(SOP) has been develoPed and

Rule

pre-GST

DTA
wasItwere lighted.highprocedure

insteadITCunits availmostthat

is at an advanced

the requirement bY



is expected to go live by rnid-June,
the requirement fbr
ent will be done away with.

Chair emphasized the need to transit
an online system to a fully

system through a two-step,
, It was observed that the

straint relates to authorization bv
Officer (AO), which may

through self:certification
risk-based audit, as was the practice in

ile service tax regime (Form A2)

n Point: On the issue of pend
and concerns of rent-seeking, DoC w
to Developrnent Cornmissioners (DCs)
pendency to zero on priority and

such concerns, if any, in
ve zones.

will also introduce amendments in
ules in consultation with DoR and

lders so that endorsement is
to cases where refund is due to the DT
ier

J lSimplification ot *,"pf i*
lmonth 

lV reporl.i ng ( Services)
EPCES infbrrned the Chair rhat

reporting requirements for SEZ
are overly cornplex and duplicative. Uni

ust subniit rnultiple returns-i
Softex, DSPF, MPR, QPR, SERF, and

the same export and import data
separately to SEZ authorities,

eS, and banking channe
PMS). Citing TCS,

anages 62 SEZ units across India, DG
ES highlighted the administrative
suggested rationalizing reporting into

consolidated submission to serve all
iance and export rnonitoring needs.

FTEX fonns are mandated bv RBI
exports exceeding USD 25,000

alue. However. as per DoC's letter
10.2025, transactions between SEZ units,

as transactions between DTA units

remarks

units for of services, are



by FEMA regulations. AccordinglY

transactions do not require decl

EDF or SOFTEX. This

be disseminated to all

lders.

Service Exports RePorting Form

as a mechanism fbr reporting export

by units operatir.rg in SEZs and STPIs

ince SOFTEX fbrms prescribed by RBI do

the entire range of services, and given

iated timelines may delaY

lation, SERF remains an

ing tool.

t was furtlrer noted that the

Report (MPR) and Ann

Report (APR) provide

data relating to goods

and are required to be submitted on

onthly and annual basis, respectively

Chair observed redundancy in the exi

ing fiamervork. particularly with

SOFTEX, and directed NSDL to

integration of all data sets into a

le fbr streamlined report generation.

L inforrned that integration of all data

is under progress and is expected to

pleted by October 2026, after which

e will be shared with DoC. NSDL al

ighted that tl're DSPF fbllows a
which may require

on during integration.

, EPCES informed the Chair
have not yet obtained tax

Section 10(46)146A of the Income T
fbr their income. As a result, SEZ units

unnecessary TDS demand

lT authorities on rental PaYments
suggested that SEZ authorities

the exemption PromPtlY to ensure

r"u'rits are not subjected to TDS on

Point: The Chair directed all
Commissioners to ensure

that

yments.

4 TDS demand notices to SEZ units

on rental payments



steps are taken for obtaining
under Section 10(46)l

5 lExport Dury should not be levied
on DTA to SEZ Supplies

EPCES subrnitted that levy of export duty on
pplies fiorn DTA to SEZ is not justified, as
not envisaged under the SEZ Act and
imposed through Rules. lt was highl

the duty creates a disadvantage for S

nits vis-d-vis DTA units in procuring inp
export production. Instances such as

port duty on steel and 30oh duty on chrom
relconcentrate were cited, adversel

impacting SEZ units, including cases w
ons may become unviable.

Chair clarified that supplies are not be
versely affbcted in the interim. However.

matter has revenue irnplications, the fi
rests with the Department of

). The Department of Commerce (DoC)
vely pursuing the issue with DoR

6 blems being faced by AMRL
, Nanguneri, Tirunelvel

istrict. Tarnil Nadu.

G, BPCES informed the Chair that A
Nanguneri. Tamil Nadu, has not

eveloped or maintained by its JV
AMRL-TIDCO). which is under NCL
roceedings. As per the SEZ Act, th

ernrnent should appoint an adm inistrator
units. The Comrnerce Ministry

ining the matter with the
oner, MEPZ, considering the I

16, SEZ Act, 2005, and SEZ Rules,2006

, NIEPZ infonned that the issue invol
egal cornplexities and is currently

ination by the office of the Deve

Point: The Chair advised DC. MEp
expedite exarnination of the matter and

steps to address the concerns of
nits. The (lhair also directed that regul
eetings be held with the aflbcted units
sure continuous engagement and reso
issues.

lssroner

7 itting SEZ units to
obwork for DTAs without

to

, EPCES infbrmed the Chair rhat.
Rule 13, SEZ units are allowed

bcontract ftrr DTA units on if the fini



are directly exporled, which
tbr DTA cllstomers such as aerospace,

se. and space establishrnents. Thi
on is unnecessary and unjustified.

ES suggested allowing SEZ units

undertake job-work or subcontracting for DT
its/customers, including HAL,

SRO, DRDO, Ordnance Factories,

rahMos, which would also suPPort im

ubstiturtion.

was deliberated that permitting SEZ units
job work for Domestic Tariff

A) units without linkage to exports

ire an amendment to the SEZ Rules, 2006.

urrently, Rule 43 of the SEZ Rules,

ides fbr sub-contracting by SEZ units

A units only irr respect of exports

he Chair infbrmed that the issue is
as part of broader SEZ reforms.

interim, it was advised that the matter
pursued through amendment of Rule 43

SEZ Rules, 2006 or introduction of a n

ule

Point: SEZ Division was directed

up the issue with CBIC for consideration.

G, EPCES informed the Chair that

are admissible when exports are

Dubai or Singapore warehouse

but not when routed through Free

d Warehousing Zones (FTWZs) in tndia.

is policy discourages exPorts via
FTWZs, which are themselves SEZs.

suggested that RoDTEP bene

be extended to exports through Indi

WZs and that FTP para 4.55(ix) be am

S(VA) on behall'of DoC has infbnned DG

already been requested for this ask of
stry. [n the recent meeting of SIG group,

back) confirmed that DGFT has al

benefits on exports from DTA

Point: The Chair directed DoC to

the rnatter with DGFT

ingly

FTWZs.

benefits should also

vailable to exports
8



9 acant NPA lN ITIITES SEZs , EPCES highlighted that rnarry IT
allowed to be de-notifled EZs have vacant Non-Processing

). It was suggested that such vacant NPA
be allowed to be de-notified or

be permitted to undertake
mmercial development within

issible NPA limits as per Instruction No.
DG, EPCES emphasized the need to rev
possibly revise the Rules and

lated to the development and utilization o
PAs.

n Point: In this regard, EPCES
uested to submit a detai

'representation on the issue fbr
on and consideration

l. Shri Ajay Bhadoo, Additional Secretary, Department of Commerce
2. Shri Virnal Anand, Joint Secretary, DoC
3. ShriGaurav Pundir, Director, DoC
4. Shri Alok Chaturvedi, Director General. EpCIiS

l0 Pennitting SEZ developers fbr
installation of RoofTop Solar
Power plants as part oI
infrastructure/authori sed

operations for providing
electricity in common areas.

, EPCES irrfbrmed the Chair that. as

ction No. ll6 dated 21.6.2024.
nt Commissioners (DCs) have

to consider allowing rooftop
plants with fiscal benefits under Para I (i)

the power guidelines dated 16.2.2016, w
lassifies rooftop areas as Non-Processing

PA). DG. EPCES have also been reque
resolve the issue.

ES was infbrmed that this matter is
ve consideration in consultation wi

lt llncluding MOOWR unirs also irr

lSeZ Rute 53 A:() tbr Ner Foreign

lExchange Earnings

EPCES irrfbrmed the Chair that suppl
SEZ Lrnits to MOOWR or Bond

arehouses are not counted as NFE+
Rule 53A(i), unlike supplies to other SEZ un

EOUs. This aflbcts cases like Apple, w
ponents supplied to MOOWR units in
excluded fiom NFE+, despite the

being exported and earning forei
causing SEZ units to lose the benefit

Chair noted the concern and stated that
sue would be addressed as part of

refbrrns to im ease of business.

List of Participants:



5. Shri Badiga Srikanth, Chairman, EPCES

6. Shri Sunil PuriRegional, Chairman, EPCES Noida Region

7. Shri Ramesh Verma, Joint DGFT. DGFT

8. Shri Vilas Gupta, CGC Member, EPCES

9. Shri Anil Malhotra, Managing Director,TUF Metallurgical

10. Shri E S Shankar, Director, Onnsynex Ventures Pvt Ltd'

I l. Shri Arun Shankar, Chief Operating Of'ficer, Onnsynex Ventures Pvt Ltd'

12. Shri Prateek Bajpai, Under Secretary, DoC

13. Shri Pratyush Srivastav, Section Officer, DoC

List of Online ParticiPants:

l. Shri Alex Paul Menon. Developrnent Commissioner, MEPZ

2. Ms. P. Hemlatha, Development Comrnissioner, CSEZ

3. Shri Dnyaneshwar Bhalchandra Patil, DC SEEPZ & KASEZ

4. Shri N S DEV, Deputy Development Commissioner, CSEZ

5. ShriNedoumaran.T, DC Customs, MEPZ

6. Shri Ravikesh Tripathy, DC Customs, NSEZ

7. Shri Mallipudi Udaya Srirama Vinay, DC Customs, VSEZ

8. Shri Vilay Gupta, Vice President. NDML
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